
n this edition of our annual holiday letter to friends and family, we are moving more in the direction of
Jo Anne’s suggestion of “fewer words, more photos.” The reason for this may either be that 1) our
lives are becoming more routine and humdrum, 2) you’ve heard most of what we typically say in our
annual messages, 3) each of us has a more limited memory of things that had taken place more than

two weeks ago, or 4) one or more of the above.

We can say this—2019 has been another year of activity.

The highlights and a few not-so-highlights:
• As always, we truly enjoy getting together with family and friends
occasionally throughout the year, going to UD concerts and theatre
events and Longwood Gardens, among other things.

• We enjoyed a January family vacation in Florida with Jordan,
during which we got to spend time with Jo Anne’s brother John and
Mark’s parents.

• Having accepted a job offer from a Colorado engineering firm, in
late January, Jordan moved back to Colorado and began working
out of its Loveland office. He enjoyed the work and Colorado
lifestyle in general (especially snowboarding, rock climbing, soccer,
and nearby family); however, he discovered a job posting in April
that looked appealing, given his hydrology and international-
development concentration in grad school. So, he applied.

• In the spring we began the
hard work of prepping Jo
Anne’s vegetable garden
and flower gardens.

• Mark was glued to the English Premier League throughout the winter and spring, as his
and Jordan’s team—Liverpool—fought valiantly for the title. Though finishing in second,
their wonderful season culminated in a European Champions League trophy.

• In June, all three of us attended our neighbors’ son
Eric’s wedding in East Providence, R.I. Following
that event, Jordan flew back to Colorado while Jo
Anne and Mark spent a couple days with Mark’s
parents in Maine.

• Through a series of interview steps over a couple
months, Jordan was offered and accepted a job
with the Charleston, S.C.–based nonprofit Water
Mission in mid-July. Jo Anne and Mark made sepa-
rate trips to Colorado to help him make the transition
back east. He began work in mid-September, and his
first field project was on Grand Bahama, one of the islands hardest hit by Hurricane Dorian.

• This summer, we were saddened that Jo Anne’s Belgian family experienced two deaths—
her cousin Emmanuel’s wife, Christiane (cancer), and a month later, Emmanuel’s mother,
Jo Anne’s Aunt Mimi.

• We enjoyed the spoils of all
Jo Anne’s hard work in the
garden—tomatoes, cucum-
bers, beans, zucchini, and
raspberries—well into the
fall!

• In mid-August, Jo Anne and Mark went on a weeklong mission trip
to central Vermont with others from their church.

• We hosted a couple of Jo Anne’s North Carolina cousins this
year—Linda & Bob Abel and their daughter, Barb, and Rick & Beth
Philipsen.

• In mid-October, Mark and Jo Anne spent a fun week in Maine with
Mark’s parents at their beach home and, with several family members
who had gathered from California, Colorado, Texas, North Carolina,
and New Hampshire, attended the posthumous induction of Mark’s Uncle David into the Midcoast (Maine) Sports Hall of Fame.
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Jordan with our Longmont, Colo.,
family—the Frankowski/Gonzáles crew (-2)

Our family beach house in
Maine amid the fall splendor

2019

Mark chilling on the beach at Cape
Henlopen State Park in Delaware

Jordan snowboarding with a friend in the
Colorado Rockies
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• Time away again for Mark and Jo Anne came in the form of a two-week
resort stay on Hilton Head Island, S.C., in late October and early
November, where they enjoyed the final warm days of the year. They got
to see Jordan on a couple occasions, and Mark’s brother, Brian, and his
wife, Jenny, visited them at HHI for a weekend.

• Mark’s business, Deshon
& Associates, experienced
its worst year since he
retired from the University
of Delaware back in 2012.
Even so, Mark enjoyed
working on a couple book
editing-and-cover-design 

projects in the fall, which helped end the year on a positive note.
• Throughout the year, Jo Anne and Mark remained actively engaged within

church and volunteered time with various civic groups.

deshon@udel.edu (Mark) • deshonj@udel.edu (Jo Anne) • jordan.p.deshon@gmail.com (Jordan) • deshonandassociates.com (Mark’s biz)

and

ove,

L
e certainly wish you the best for this holiday
season and beyond. Please keep in touch.
May the peace of this sacred season be with
you and your family.

There are more photos plus links to additional content in
the online version at deshon.wordpress.com/xmas.
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Mom and Dad at Marshall Pt. Light,
Port Clyde,

Maine
Jo Anne

enjoying the
view and colors

atop Mt.
Battie, outside

Camden, Maine

Jordan rockclimbing in Colorado

Mark and Jo Anne with Mark’s parents and some extended family from near and far at
a gathering in Rockport, Maine

Jo Anne and her cousin’s daughter,
Barb, at Cape Henlopen

What? Maine lobster
rolls in Ft. Collins,

Colorado?

Best wishes to you this holiday
season.
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