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o much has happened this year that we dared not be as detailed as usual because we didn’t want to contribute to further
deforestation of the planet.  Therefore, this year’s letter is somewhat different than in years past, but perhaps in a friend-
lier and more easily digestible format (i.e., bullet points and a few decent photos—hey, you know what they say about
what one picture is worth).

For the Deshons, 2010 has been a year full of BIG EVENTS, MILESTONES, AND CELEBRATIONS.

• On January 4–7, Jo Anne was honored in Washington, D.C., as one of
87 nationwide winners of the Presidential Award for Excellence in
Mathematics and Science for the 2008 year. She and the other Delaware
winner were given VIP treatment by Vice President Biden, which led to
her being able to shake hands with President Obama after an education
press conference. She also received a nice monetary prize from the
National Science Foundation, which sponsors the award.

• Shortly thereafter, Jo Anne and Mark became great aunt and uncle, as
our niece Sammy (Mark’s brother Brian’s youngest daughter) gave birth
to son Malik.

• During the week in D.C., Mark wrote a feature article about the four
University of Delaware alumnae who were among the Presidential
Award winners; it was published later in January on the University’s
news webpage and subsequently in print along with some of the photos
he had taken.

• In the spring Jordan was one of two teenagers from our church honored for youth leadership by the Wilmington District of the
Peninsula-Delaware Conference of the United Methodist Church.

• In addition to receiving his second varsity letter in lacrosse at the post-season banquet,
Jordan’s coaches named him one of the team’s captains for the upcoming season. This
was quite an unexpected honor.

• Jordan was an usher (for the first time) in a wedding of one of his youth leaders in late
May.

• Along with others, Mark was honored for his 30 years of service to the University of Dela -
ware (a milestone he reached in early March) at a service-recognition dinner in early June.

• A couple days later, Jo Anne was for-
mally inducted into the University of
Delaware Alumni Association’s “Wall
of Fame” for her myriad contributions
to education at the local level. This
was another big-deal, dress-up affair.
Jo Anne’s siblings and their kids
attended.

• Jordan starred in his first theatrical
musical in June, playing Judas in five shows of the Inner Light Theatre’s
production of Godspell. It was fun to watch, and his voice isn’t bad either!

• Jordan received his regular (unrestricted) driver’s license after turning 17
in late July, initiating a big change in lifestyle for him—and effectively for his
parents.

• Jordan was inducted into the National Honor Society at a school ceremony
in November.

• In addition to receiving his second varsity letter in soccer, Jordan was cited
by the coaches as one of the team’s six players with a GPA over 3.8.

• The day after Thanksgiving, Jo Anne joined her brother Joe in attending
their 40th high school reunion (a year early, in case you’re counting). Mark
went along, too.

As usual, we enjoyed our TRAVELS.

• Took the train to Washington, D.C. (as does our own congressional delega-
tion) in early January for Jo Anne’s Presidential Award Recognition Week.

• In June Mark spent a few days on the Eastern Shore of Maryland at our
denomination’s Annual Conference. He enjoyed the stay and a pleasant 50km
bike ride. (He also did a 50-mile ride in Delaware in September.)

• In July Jordan had fun on his church youth group’s week-long mission trip in
Winthrop, Maine.

• Jo Anne and Mark vacationed at the family’s Maine beach house for two weeks
in July, split up by a jaunt to New Hampshire for the memorial service for Mark’s
Aunt Helen, who died around Christmas last year.  It was a wonderful time to
reconnect with Mark’s Uncle David, Aunt Diane, and two cousins and their kids,
who had traveled there from as far away as California, Colorado, and Texas.
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• We made college visits to Drexel (Philadelphia) in October and
Virginia Tech (Blacksburg, Va.) in November. On the latter trip we
stayed with longtime friends Rick & Judy Davis, and Jordan got a great
“bonus” campus tour from the sophomore son of local friends Tom &
Janice Bowers. (We also made an official “visit” to Delaware—by bike.)

• In December Jordan took two consecutive weekend retreat trips
nearby, one through the organization Young Life, the other through
Delmarva Chrysalis. 

• We are headed to South Florida for Christmas this year and will be
spending Christmas Day with Mark’s parents and Jo Anne’s brother
John.

Jordan’s SCHOOL SPORTS teams continued to play a major
role in our lives, as Jo Anne and Mark enjoyed his lacrosse games in the
spring and soccer in the fall.

• Though not a “starter,” Jordan played as a utility midfielder through-
out the lacrosse season, meaning that he got to be on the field a lot,
playing some defense and some offense. The team had a good season
and made it to the state tournament but lost its opening-round game.

• Jordan saw limited playing time as a defender in soccer, but his team
did go undefeated during the regular season and ended up with the
best overall record in the state (15-1-1) despite a heartbreaking loss
to the eventual champions in the state semifinal. In his two years of
varsity soccer, the team posted a 31-3-2 record.

We continue our involvement in CHURCH. In addition to weekly
worship, each of us volunteers in a number of ways. A few highlights:

• Mark coordinated an outdoor worship service and presented the gospel message at a local state park in October.

• Jo Anne joined the stewardship committee this year.

• Jordan helped plan, participated in, and even played guitar during 
his youth group’s annual “Youth Production” worship service.

e are so blessed and have had such a tremendous
year, which was tempered only slightly 
by the untimely death of a 
good friend and 
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Lformer teacher colleague of Jo Anne’s in August.
I suspect we won’t be able to top 2010, but we are looking at the promise of
graduation and retirement parties in the coming year!  We’ll be thinking
about what the advent of Jesus means in our own lives and for the world.
We wish you and yours a wonderful holiday season and a bright new year.

Mark and Jo Anne join Jordan on the field during Senior Recognition Day this fall
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