
eason’s greetings from the Deshons! We had quite a year this year as a family. We enjoyed more
trips and more chances to reconnect with friends and family, both near and far.  Rather than spend
the usual number of words trying to augment a few photos, we figured that many of the images

speak for themselves, perhaps better than we can.

007 was punctuated with a 17-day trip to Europe.  On the final day of July, we flew with
Jordan’s soccer team to Amsterdam and spent eight lovely days in the Netherlands.
During that trip, Jordan and his teammates and their families enjoyed “friendlies” with

three Dutch teams and one team from just outside Cologne in Germany, a couple professional games in the Amsterdam Arena, and
sightseeing in several venues in the Netherlands in and near Amsterdam and Maastricht. It was a wonderful experience, but that was
only half the trip. When the soccer tour ended, we boarded a train for Brussels and began a six-day visit with Jo Anne’s cousins and
their families in Belgium and nearby France. It was truly a joy to see them all again (we were there in 2003). We topped off our trip
by taking the Eurostar train to England to spend a couple days with a college classmate of mine and her family before returning state-

side. Not to minimize our other adventures, but this trip was the highlight for us.

t Easter break, we flew to
Florida and enjoyed a fun week
in Orlando. Our condo was just

a 20-minute walk from Wet ’n Wild,
our favorite water park. Jordan was
so anxious to get busy having fun, he
braved a cold, rainy day to ride the
water slide, only to realize that once
he was soaking wet, he was a lot
colder! We came back about every
day, as the weather did warm up.
John drove up from Ft. Lauderdale
and spent three days with us, which
was fun. While there, we got to visit
my parents, who live less than an
hour away from where we were stay-
ing. We also enjoyed visiting our
friends the DeVaults at their home
further south along the Atlantic. It’s
always good to hook up with them,
whether in Maine or Florida.
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he first few months of the year Jordan took guitar lessons. He played during his school’s spring talent show and now plays
each Sunday morning in our church’s SonSpirit band. In May Jordan went to his junior high formal dance and then in June
“graduated” from eighth grade at his charter school. These were fun times for him and proud moments for me and Jo Anne as

parents. We realize now that our time with him is limited to less than four years before he heads
to college. He distinguished himself pretty well in school grade-wise, and we found out fairly
early in the year that he had tested well enough to qualify for the Charter School of Wilmington,
recently ranked by U.S. News & World Report as the #41 high school in the country. He made
the decision to attend this school. When we got back from Europe, he tried out for and made
the freshman soccer team, and in mid-season he was called up to play on the junior varsity
squad.  He enjoyed the fall soccer season very much, and he got some quality playing time. He’s
participating in indoor track this winter and thinking
about trying out for the lacrosse team in the spring. 

ust a quick note about Jo Anne’s work. Her school
lost a first-grade position, so, rather than displacing
any one of her first-grade colleagues, she chose to

go back to teaching third grade. She’s thinking about
retiring in another couple years.

Special events dotted the calendar in 2007.

• In March we were treated by a late snowstorm and a visit from Jordan’s long-lost brother
Sungano, who is studying in Chicago but hadn’t seen how big Jordan had grown in the two-
plus years since he had lived with us.

• In May my Mom and Dad spent a week with us here in Newark. We really enjoyed their company.

• In June Jordan went to the Adirondacks on a mission trip with his
church youth group.  At the end of the month, he attended a lacrosse
camp at the University of Delaware.

• In June we attended a special 80th birthday party held in New Jersey for 
Jo Anne’s Aunt Kitty. Many
relatives from near and far
came to honor her.

• July marked the return to
full-time work for Mark at the
University of Delaware, after
seven years at 75%.

• On August 1, we celebrated
our 20th anniversary in
Amsterdam. We’re truly blessed and hoping for many more years together on this earth.

• In October, the duck boats paraded the streets of Boston, as the Red Sox won in
dominant fashion—again! (I couldn’t resist mentioning that.)

• In November we hosted Emmanuel (one of Jo Anne’s Belgian cousins) and his wife
Christiane. Brother John even came up from Florida to see them. We wore them out by
doing New York, Philadelphia, Lancaster, and Washington, D.C., in a 72-hour period!

• Mark helped organize a December retirement reception for his running partner of 27 years.

We have been so blessed and are now looking for a nice break at Christmas from the often-times hectic pace of work, school,
events, meetings, and carpooling. This is a nice place to segue into our wishes
for you this season.
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e wish you a peaceful holiday season and hope that you recog-
nize that, at its core, Christmas is all about love—the love
through which God continues to bless you, each and every day.
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