
eason’s greetings from the Deshons! Well, it’s the season of advent once again, the time of hope
and anticipation that begins the Christian year. What new things we will see in the coming year are
yet to be revealed (particularly now that Jordan has turned 13!). What we do know is that God has

lovingly seen us through another year, a year filled with many blessings and perhaps some missed oppor-
tunities as well.

Some Sad News in Our Family in an Otherwise Great Year
s I write, I’m trying to come to grips with the relative imbalance of tribulation in my Uncle David’s
family this year, with the worsening condition of Aunt Helen due to repeated strokes and now with
the sudden death of their son David Jr., my cousin, on Dec. 1. We are saddened and look to God for

some measure of understanding and strength for his family. Life has been a “piece of cake” for us, by comparison. In fact, it’s been
better than good this year, despite my having turned 50 in May—a dubious milestone, to say the least!

Professionally and Academically
rofessionally, 2006 has been a watershed
year. Jo Anne continues to amass honors
befitting her tireless dedication to educating

kids. Early in the year, she was one of about 20
honored at the state level for Excellence in
Technology Instruction. This fall, Jo Anne was
named one of three state finalists for the presti-
gious national Presidential Excellence in Science
Teaching award. We’ll be thrilled if she is chosen
in a few months as Delaware’s winner (stay tuned
next year). As for me, this spring concluded with
a position promotion at the University of Delaware, probably
the final one of my career. It was a yearlong process; thankfully,
it was successful! For his part, Jordan excelled academically,
getting straight A’s in seventh grade and doing extremely well
on the annual state tests in both math and writing. We’re so
proud of him.

A Possible Retirement Looming?
o Anne is contemplating when she will retire from teaching in the Christina School District. She’s thinking this may happen anytime
between the end of this school year and three years from now, depending on other factors. Her district has had major financial
difficulties, plus she’s anticipating that her school’s population will be seriously compromised by the opening of a new charter

elementary school—less than two miles from her school—this coming fall. She is now teaching first grade, which she enjoys even
more than she did third grade.

Athlete Boy
ordan also had quite a good year with
soccer and running. In the spring, it
was clear that Jordan had progressed

quite a bit and was playing better soccer,
though he was still being used primarily as
a substitute. After having grown a few
more inches and gained more foot skills
and confidence, Jordan began this fall on
his team as a starter, mostly at a right wing
position. He had a couple of assists, as his
team went 3-7 in league play. This summer
we’ll be going with him and his soccer team
to Europe. Having proven himself in April in
the mile run (5:35), he was ready to lead his
school’s cross-country team in the fall. He

was his team’s top runner in each of their six meets, including a fifth-place overall finish in the state championship race in November,
with a 13:05 for the 2.1-mile distance. He even beat his dad, albeit by little more than a second, by running a 19:07 5K just before
Thanksgiving. This winter it’s on to basketball. Jordan will play for both his school and a city recreation league team.
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Jo Anne received two state honors; Mark was promoted to Ass’t Policy Scientist.

Jordan advances the ball for the Kirkwood Cougars and beats an
opponent to the line (right photo)
to take fifth overall in the
Delaware Junior High
XC Championships
(photo above).



Cruisin’ and Snoozin’ the Atlantic Side
e took a couple wonderful trips this year. In April, we took a Caribbean cruise during
spring break. This was our first cruise, and it was very enjoyable. We visited San Juan,
Sint Maarten, and St. Thomas. The shipboard cuisine was wonderful; we really looked

forward to treating ourselves each night
for dinner. In May I made a weekend trip
to Florida to help an old friend celebrate
his 50th birthday. In late July, we went to
Atlantic City for a week, where Jordan’s
cousin Zack stayed with us for several
days. It was an excessively hot week; we
were thankful to be less than 200 yards
away from the beach. From there, we
traveled to Maine for two weeks. We vis-
ited with friends and family—including
family from California and Massachusetts
and my sister Jeanine and husband John

from New York—and enjoyed great Maine late-summer weather.

Jordan’s Developing Faith
f particular note is Jordan’s mission trip to Charleston, W.Va., with his junior high youth fellowship at church. Jordan had a great
time, helping supervise less-fortunate younger kids at the local Boys and Girls Club. He also went to a church-sponsored outdoor
adventure camp, where he spent a week in the Harper’s Ferry, W.Va., area rock climbing and whitewater rafting. We can see his own

faith beginning to develop as he participates at church, whether it be in Sunday school, youth choir, the youth fellowship on Sunday night,
or occasionally serving as an acolyte during worship. For this, we are thankful.

Giving Thanks
hanksgiving was spent at home, as we hosted Jo Anne’s sister
Sue’s and brother Joe’s families for dinner. We enjoyed seeing
the five children together. As the world around us proves

increasingly fragile, opportunities for family and friends to get
together, particularly during the holidays, are of great value and help us
to know the grace of God in our midst.

e wish you a wonderful holiday season and hope that you rec-
ognize Jesus as the true gift of God’s grace to you, and thus
enjoy a blessed Christmas!
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We enjoyed the crystal blue waters at Sint Maarten… 

…and a beautiful August sunset in Maine.

Jordan celebrated turkey day with cousins Scott, Tina, Zack, and Chris.

We dined in style on our cruise.


